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La plaça del Diamant (1962)
Nou Diccionari 62 de la literatura catalana (Edicions 62); published in English as 'The
Time of the Doves', 1986, Graywolf Press (translated by David Rosenthal)

This is Mercè Rodoreda’s most universal work. It has been translated into many languages and is
considered to be one of the most important novels of the post-war period. It has been compared with
the works of Proust and Joyce because of its willingness to explore inner life, its respect for memory
and the outstanding presence of time, which is one of the central themes of the work (and, indeed, of
all Rodoreda’s novels). La plaça del Diamant is a long, first-person description of the life of the main
character, Natàlia-Colometa, in her own haunting voice.
There is no formal division anywhere in the text, the aim being to highlight the fact that this is an
uninterrupted account which, moreover, is left open when it ends in the same setting as that in which
it began. Nevertheless, changes in register and shifts in style reflect different stages in
Natàlia-Colometa’s life. The book begins by describing the everyday life of a girl from a working-class
family of the Barcelona neighbourhood of Gràcia (marriage and motherhood), which is dramatically
convulsed by historical events (the Spanish Republic and the Civil War). From subtle irony and an
often naïve standpoint used to describe the small active community (with penetrating characterisation
of a way of experiencing and thinking, and of the objects that come together within it) the story shifts
to the political commitment that brings with it first anguish and then pain, with the deaths of her
husband and their friends in the war. Subsequently, in the post-war years, the reader is taken into an
imaginative, personal existence, full of dream-like elements (highlighted with symbols and a notable
presence of Freud whose work had influenced Rodoreda) which are also solitary and apathetic with
ill-defined bounds, like the Barcelona which was also being shaped in those years.
This is a broad overview of the storyline: the unfolding of a life, one that is closely linked with that of a
group and with history. It is an evolution that accentuates the book’s leitmotif, the pigeons (the novel
was first called Colometa, literally “little dove” and Coloma is a woman’s name). In the process of its
mimetic unfolding through the main character, tracing in particular her emotions and with a highly
polished style, the novel becomes poetic and deeply moving. It also bears trenchant witness to a
crucial time.

A selection of texts
Text
WEB: The Time of the Doves
A fragment from the novel, translated by David H. Rosenthal.
http://www.visat.cat/traduccions-literatura-catalana/cat/fragments/8/10/eng/0/0/merce-rodoreda.html
WEB: La plaça del Diamant in Google Books
http://www.google.cat/search?q=%22la+pla%C3%A7a+del+diamant%22&btnG=Cerca+llibres&tbm=
bks&tbo=1&hl=ca#hl=ca&tbo=d&tbm=bks&sclient=psy-ab&q=%22la+pla%C3%A7a+del+diamant%2
2+OR+%22the+time+of+the+doves%22&oq=%22la+pla%C3%A7a+del+diamant%22+OR+%22the+t
ime+of+the+doves%22&gs_l=serp.3...64033.67272.2.67447.21.20.0.0.0.9.347.3533.0j16j3j1.20.0...0.
0...1c.1.eYS4Ij6mrE0&pbx=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.r_qf.&bvm=bv.1355534169,d.d2k&fp=cc2ae53
e6767ed76&bpcl=40096503&biw=1273&bih=642
1

If you want to cite this page...
Literary news about La plaça del Diamant [The Time of the Doves] in lletrA, the UOC's virtual space devoted to Catalan literature
< https://lletra.uoc.edu/en/play/la-placa-del-diamant-merce-rodoreda >

Reviews

●

Reviews

●

WEB: Auf der Plaça del Diamant
It contains a brief biography about the author, a list of her works translated into German and a review
of the novel.
http://www.jbeilharz.de/autores/rodoreda/
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WEB: In the Wikipedia
Information and links about the novel.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Time_of_the_Doves

2

